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                 GRUPO LATINOAMERICANO DEL MOVIMIENTO     

                    DE CURSILLOS DE CRISTIANDAD. GLCC.

           MAR DEL PLATA. ARGENTINA.


HISTORY OF THE

LATINOAMERICAN GROUP OF CURSILLOS in CHRISTIANITY

GLCC is one of four International Groups in which the world wide Cursillo Movement is organized and which are members of OMCC.

As it is established in “Fundamental Ideas”, the Cursillo Movement, “like the Church has come to have a pyramidal structure. Originating in the midst of an association it expanded over a diocese and then spanned a whole country, finally extending across all latitudinal and longitudinal lines, ´circulating freely through the streets of the global village with, as it were, proof of citizenship´, as Pope Paul VI. put it during the World Ultreya held in Rome(FICCM nr. 598) and as Fr. Cesáreo Gil underlined in his “History of Cursillos in Christianity” (cf. Fliche-Martín, “Historia de la Iglesia, Vol. 31, pg 538, 135b): In view of  this fruitful expansion of its interior life, the Cursillo Movement decided for reasons of operational convenience to create Diocesan and National Secretariats, which in turn discovered avenues for communion and communication, for coordination and mutual service, in International Groups and, more recently, in the World Organization of the Cursillo Movement. (see FICCM, nr. 599).

In this perspective, we can find the origins of the history of GLCC in the process of preparations for the 1st Latin American Encounter, celebrated in Bogotá, Columbia, from August 14th to 18th, 1968, which under the motto “The mission of Cursillos in the general mission of the Church of Latin America” without any doubt was to become the first opportunity where the cursillistas of America could constitute themselves in an international assembly, fully deliberate and with decision-making ability. Before that, the only event which had gathered cursillistas from different countries had been the 1st World Encounter and the 1st World Ultreya which took place in Rome from May 27th to 28th, 1966.

To be fair one must say that the thought of Fr. Cesáreo Gil Atrio and the right vision of Fr. José María Pujadas would be the most important factors for creating what originally was called the “Latin American Office of Cursillos in Christianity” (OLCC) and which moreover had the merit of being the first international structure of the Cursillo Movement, when some countries of our continent even had no National Secretariat yet. 

Although we must admit that in Bogotá there didn´t take place a birth without difficulties, perhaps because of the lack of understanding which can be explained by history, the situation was to stabilize and consolidated definitively at the 2nd Latin American Encounter, celebrated at Tlaxcala, Mexico, from May 14th to 17th, 1970, where under the motto “Ways and means to incorporate the CCM more efficiently in the Church´s pastoral”, OLCC was constituted officially and Brasil was elected as the first seat, responsible for the period of 1970-1972. 

At the beginning, its target and fundamental mission would consist of serving to the continental unity of the Movement; for this aim it was created and as this it was seen by the continental leaders of the Movement.

To accomplish its initial target and fundamental mission, OLCC at its beginnings concentrated in organizing and systematizing an important service of information and communication among the National Secretariats of America, whose main link was to be the “Boletín FE” (“Newsletter of FAITH”) and the exchange of several publications of the countries which belonged to it. But with time passing, this initial target by force of the facts was becoming obsolete.

In addition to assuming tasks of representation of the Movement with other international organisms, institutions and Movements, and with the structures of the Church, and while it became little by little a model and inspiration for the rising and organisation of other operational structures of CCM on the international level, it took over with great responsibility and efficiency, as a service of coordination, the organizing of continental Encounters, which without any doubt are one of the great successes of Cursillos in Latin America.

Further on the OLCC wasorganized this way:

The 1st Latin American Pre-Encounter in Lima, Perú, on August 28th, 1971 had the aim to prepare the 3rd Encounter which would be celebrated in Itaicí, Brasil.

The 3rd Latin American Encounter, organized in Itaicí, Brasil from May 21st to 25th, 1972, under the motto “Essential assumptions and general guidelines of CCM in Latin America” whose documents and conclusions were published by OLCC in the book “Los Cursillos se renuevan” (Cursillos are renewed). At this Encounter, Venezuela was elected as the seat of OLCC for the period of 1972-1976.

The 2nd Latin American Pre-Encounter in Panama City, from November 20th to 23rd, 1975 aimed to prepare the 4th Encounter in Caracas, Venezuela.

The 4th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Caracas, Venezuela, from June 28th to July 3rd, 1976, under the motto “The CCM as an agent of evangelization and Christian transforming of the environments of Latin America”; its documents and conclusions were published by OLCC in the book “CCM as an agent of evangelization”. From there on, the Encounters changed their name from “Latin American” to “Inter American”. At this Encounter, the Dominican Republic was elected as the seat of OLCC for the period from 1976 to 1980. 

The 5th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from June 23rd to 27th, 1980 under the motto “The CCM in the light of Puebla”; its documents and conclusions were published by OLCC in the book “Los Cursillos y Puebla” (The Cursillos and Puebla). From there on, the OLCC was charged, as a new service, with the coordination of Regional Groups, an institution which would have much influence in the continental life of Cursillos. In this way the Group of Bolivarian Countries, the Group of Northern, Central American and Carribean Countries and the Group of the Countries of the Southern Cone were created. At this Encounter, Costa Rica was elected as the Seat of OLCC for 1980-1984. 

The 6th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in San José, Costa Rica, from June 26th to 30th, 1984 under the motto “CCM confronted with the new reality of the world and the Church”. At this Encounter, Columbia was elected as the seat of OLCC for 1984-1988.

The 1st Interamerican Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors celebrated in Caracas, Venezuela, from July 20th to 21st, 1988.

The 7th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Caracas, Venezuela, from July 22nd to 24th, 1988 under the motto “Post-Cursillo and the evangelization of cultures”. At this Encounter, Argentina was elected as the seat of OLCC for the period of 1988-1992.

The 8th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Buenos Aires, Argentina from September 8th to 11th, 1992 under the motto “The CCM and the new evangelization of culture”. At this Encounter, Paraguay was elected as the seat of OLCC for the period of 1992-1996.

The 2nd Inter American Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors celebrated in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from September 8th to 11th, 1992.

The 9th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Tuparenda, Ypacaraí, Paraguay, from November 4th to 7th, 1996, under the motto “The CCM and the process of inculturation of the Gospel”. At this Encounter, Guatemala was elected as the seat of OLCC for the period of 1996-2000.

The 3rd Inter American Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors celebrated in Tuparenda, Ypacaraí, Paraguay, on November 8th, 1996.

The Regional Encounter of the Countries of the Southern Cone celebrated in Santo Ángelo, Brasil, from September 24th to 27th,1998.

The Regional Encounter of Bolivarian Countries celebrated in Caracas, Venezuela, from September 24th to 27th, 1998.

The Regional Encounter of Countries of the Southern Cone celebrated in Santa Fe, Argentina, from March 9th to 12th, 2000.

The 10th Inter American Encounter celebrated in Guatemala City, Guatemala, from November 7th to 11th, 2000 under the motto “The profile of the CCM leader in the third millennium”. From this Encounter, the name of the “Latin American Office of Cursillos in Christianity” (OLCC) would change to “Latin American Group of Cursillos in Christianity” (GLCC). At this Encounter, Mexico was elected as the seat of GLCC for the period of 2000-2005.

The 4th Inter American Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors, celebrated in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on November 8th, 2000.

The Extraordinary Inter American Encounter celebrated in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, from July 25th to 28th, 2001, convened to elect the seat of OMCC which according to the norm should be assumed by one of the countries of GLCC; the “Organic Statute of GLCC” was approved there.

The 3rd Latin American Pre-Encounter celebrated in Ciudad de Barranquilla, Columbia from June 25th to 27th, 2003, aimed to prepare the 11th Encounter of Monterrey, Mexico, commemorating also 50 years of the CCM on the American continent.

The 1st Latin American Ultreya, celebrated in Ciudad de Barranquilla, Columbia on June 28th, 2003 in memory of 50 years of the CCM on the American Continent, for it was Columbia where in 1953 the first Latin American Cursillo and the first Cursillo for Women of the world took place. It was considered that such an event of faith and Grace could not be ignored nor should it be passed over in silence, as it was of enormous importance for the Church and for the Movement itself.

The 5th Inter American Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors, celebrated in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico from October 4th to 6th, 2004.

The 11th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, 

from October 6th to 9th, 2004 under the motto “Fidelity and Renovation in the CCM”.

The Extraordinary Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Sao Paulo, Brasil from October 26th to 30th, 2005, taking advantage of the presence of Latin American leaders on the occasion of their participation in the 6th World Encounter. At this Encounter Columbia was going to be elected as the seat of GLCC for 2005-2010. 

The 1st Forum of Presidents of National Secretariats of GLCC celebrated in Bogotá, Columbia, from September 24th to 26th, 2006, convened extraordinarily according to art. 28 of the Statutes of GLCC to analyse the present situation of CCM in Latin America, as some countries of the Group expressed their preoccupation because of communications and procedures which didn´t respect the conclusions of the 6th World Encounter. 

This event moreover would have the aim to remind the National Secretariats of their duty to construct unity of the Movement on the basic texts: the Statutes of OMCC and the book “Fundamental Ideas”, fully valid and in force until they would be changed by a World Encounter.

Finally the 1st Forum of Presidents would prepare on this occasion the 12th Encounter which should take place in Los Angeles, USA.

The Regional Encounter of Bolivarian Countries celebrated in Chiclayo, Peru from November 9th to 11th, 2007. 

The Regional Encounter of the Countries of the Southern Cone celebrated in Asunción, Paraguay, from March 28th to 30th, 2008.

The Regional Encounter of Northern and Central American Countries celebrated in Panama City, Panama, from April 10th to 13th, 2008.

The 12th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Los Angeles, USA, on July 31st, 2009 under the motto “CCM and the American continent in the light of the document of Aparecida”, taking advantage of the journey the leaders had to undertake on the occasion of the 4th World Ultreya. On this occasion, Argentina would be elected as the seat of GLCC for the period of 2010-2014.

The Regional Encounter of the Countries of the Southern Cone celebrated in Mar del Plata, Argentina from June 4th to 6th, 2010.

The 6th Inter American Encounter of Ecclesiastic Advisors celebrated in Mar del Plata, Argentina from July, 27th to 30th, 2010.

The Regional Encounter of Bolivarian Countries celebrated in Trujillo, Peru from October 11th to 12th, 2010.

The Regional Encounter of the Northern, Central American and Caribbean Countries celebrated in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic from November 27th to 28th, 2010.

The 13th Inter American Encounter, celebrated in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

from November 18th to 20th, 2011 under the motto “Cursillos: Way to Saintliness” and the sub motto: “Devote ourselves to the Lord to achieve a well understood Pre-Cursillo for a well attended Post-Cursillo”.

As an International Group, GLCC took officially part in the 2nd World Encounter celebrated in Tlaxcala, Mexico, from May 18th to 21st, 1970; in the 3rd World Encounter celebrated in Mallorca from November 1st to 7th, 1972; in the 4th World Encounter celebrated in Caracas, Venezuela from July 25th to 29th, 1988; in the 5th World Encounter celebrated in Seoul, Corea from September 30th to October 5th, 1997 and the 6th World Encounter, celebrated in Sao Paulo, Brasil, from October 26th to 30th, 2005.

Its members also took part in the 2nd World Ultreya, celebrated in Tlaxcala, Mexico on May, 21st, 1970; the 3rd World Ultreya celebrated in Rome on July 29th, 2000; and in the 4th World Ultreya celebrated in Los Angeles, California, USA on August 1st, 2009.

The Group was also present at the ceremony of Approval of the Statutes of OMCC celebrated in the Vatican on June 11th, 2004; It has maintained a permanent presence through its representatives in the Commission for the Updating of “Fundamental Ideas” from November 22nd to 24th, 2010; it took part in the 1st Ordinary Meeting of OMCC in Brisbane, Australia and recently, from June 7th to 10th, 2012, in the 2nd Ordinary Meeting of OMCC in Vöcklabruck, Austria.

According to what is shown in “Fundamental Ideas”, “The main objectives of the International Groups are to promote and maintain unity among National Secretariats in the countries represented in each Group and to prompt continual, lively discussion on the identity of the Cursillo Movement, the roads it must take, and the efforts it must make if it is to succeed in being, in a way that is faithful to its essence, a pastoral response to the questions of today´s world. (FICCM Nr. 602).”

In this sense, apart from accomplishing all these suggestions, one can say, for example with full authority that the GLCC is not only a member, but inspired the World Organism of Cursillos in Christianity OMCC and was among its founders and promoters. 

Today we can say that to its basic mission of serving the continental unity of the Movement is added the mission of coordinating, promoting and fostering its life and action as well as its development in the countries of the American continent, not as an organism or authority, because it doesn´t have nor will ever have it, but to look after its staying true to its identity and vocation, and to intensify its evangelizing efficiency through continuous training, information and communication of its members. As “Fundamental Ideas” underlines: “International Groups are organizations in different areas of the world which coordinate National Secretariats, service being their only purpose, they do not have authority over either National or Diocesan Secretariats.” (FICCM Nr. 600). 

In this sense, GLCC must pay attention to the new challenges which history is going to issue to those Christian men and women who have made the experience of a Cursillo in Christianity, helping them to find the appropriate answers and to help the Movement achieve the transformation of environments, its first vocation.

At this moment, GLCC is constituted by the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Ecudador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela and Spanish speaking Canada.

Its seat during this period of 2010-2013 is Argentina, its current Executive the following one: President: Alberto Stang; Vice President: Edgardo Martínez; Secretary: Silvia Spadoni; Treasurer: Mirta Senese; Speakers: Eduardo Manfredi, Hugo Zingaretti and Rosita Linares; Ecclesiastic Advisor: Fr. Jorge Farfán, Vice Ecclesiastic Advisor: Fr. Sergio Costilla.


