Homily at Mass  


"Thou openest thy hand, Lord, thou satisfieth the desire of every living thing": with these words we invoked the Lord's help in the responsorial Psahn, thus echoing what was proposed to us both in the first reading and in the gospel passage. We are certain that God will provide for the nourishment of his children and that his help to humanity will never fail. The Word of God makes us understand, however, that divine Providence does not exclude our co-operation. Indeed the Lord's grace constantly encourages it. Both the prophet Elisha, in the passage from the Second Book of Kings, and the Lord Jesus, in the episode of the multiplication of the loaves of bread, ask for the few loaves of bread that human beings are able to supply, trusting in divine Providence to provide the rest. Beyond question, what we are able to give to the Lord is little, but this "little" He wants all the same, because He wishes us to share in his work of salvation. It would therefore be wrong to invoke divine Providence without lifting a finger ourselves to assist Him. So when we say, "Thou openest thy hand, Lord, thou satisfieth the desire of every living thing", we also need to test how willing we are to open our hands to give generously to our fellowmen the little we are able to give. Divine Providence works hand in hand with people everywhere in their human solidarity and fraternal charity.





What do the men and women of our time need? What is the "bread" they long to eat? Undoubtedly there are still many people who need material bread. They continue to be deprived of the prime necessities to enable them to lead a dignified life. The unequal distribution of man's material resources on earth affects us all; it asks us to examine our own standard of life, which may not be characterized by austerity and a willingness to share. Especially in this jubilee year, we are called to conduct a strict examination of conscience, aimed also at discovering the injustices perpetrated against the poorest people in this world.





But other forms of poverty, that cannot be eliminated by material bread, are also present in our time. I allude to forms of spiritual poverty, from which many people suffer today, especially the young and families: poverty in human relationships, in affection; povertv in the meaning and significance to attach to one's own life; poverty that sometimes spills over into deviance, such as drug abuse, alcoholism, hedonism pursued in its most varied forms. These new forms of poverty, which affect not what man "has" but what he "is", can in essence be reduced to one only: the impoverishment of humanity, caused by man's estrangement from God. In many strata of the affluent society God is unknown. And this absence of God in the life of so many people is at the basis of the malaise that afflicts so many young people and families in our time.





The "bread" of which man has a need is, in the last analysis, Jesus, "the bread which came down from heaven" (Jn 6:41). Only in Him are there words of eternal life (Jn 6:68), capable of satisfying the hunger for justice, peace and love that gnaws at the humanity of our time. To the men and women of all times, and hence also to those of the third millennium, Jesus says: "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst" (Jn 6:35). All of us are called to assist the Lord in distributing this "bread of eternal life".





An understanding of what in the last analysis is truly necessary for the human spirit is communicated only in the personal call of divine grace, freely given. In other words, we are called to evangelize in order to enable all mankind to experience the love of God, which was manifested in his Only Son Jesus Christ, and which was poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. That is the appeal so frequently made to us by the Holy Father John Paul II, who sees in the "new evangelization" the most urgent task of the Church in our time.





Your ecclesial group has responded to this appeal with enthusiasm. It has dedicated itself unstintingly in every part of the world to lead many people to Jesus, through the salutary experience of the cursillo de Cristiandad. In the three days of the cursillo the individual person is helped to get to know Christ more intimately and to meet him especially in his Eucharistic Presence. Before the tabernacle many rediscover the roots of their Baptism and begin to live in a new way, placing themselves at the Lords service to bring the truth of the Gospel to the various fields of life in our world.





The Pontifical Council for the Laity is following with the greatest interest your experience, which is joined to that of the many other lay groups that have sprung up in the aftermath of Vatican Council II. The Cursillos de Cristiandad were aroused by the Holy Spirit several years earlier; indeed you are now celebrating the 50th anniversary of your presence in the Church. It was in Spain in the 1940s that the Spirit of the Lord aroused this gift, which then spread rapidly through the whole world, bringing with it numerous spiritual benefits. This is but one of the many signs of divine Providence in our time. Truly God's hand was opened to bestow generously on his Church the things she most needs. You, dear members of the Cursillos de Cristiandad, are a providential presence in the Church, which is counting on you, and on your generous co-operation in her apostolic work.





The fact that your ecclesial Movement chose to organize a` jubilee event with a world-wide dimension here in Rome, in the city that marks the site of the Apostolic See of Peter, is particularly welcome. It is an expression of your ecclesial communion with the Successor of Peter and with all the other lay groups that have wished to assist in the organization of the official Days of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000. I note with pleasure that the contacts between your international representatives and the Pontifical Council for the Laity have been stepped up, especially after the world meeting of the Ecclesial Movement, held on Pentecost 1998. I hope that these relations will be further strengthened, par-ticularly with a view to the greater fecundity of your apostolic action. 





This necessarily depends on your even stronger communion with the Pastors of the Church, who are responsible for the discernment and the recognition of every charism.


I entrust all of you to the Blessed Virgin Mary, "Star of evangelization", whom all of you will surely wish to imitate in your submission to Christ and in your humble obedience to God's plan.


Cardinal JAMES FRANCIS STAFFORD


President, Pontifical Council for the Laity
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