Spiritual Talk	DON Mario Cascone


1) The beginning of the third millennium shows clearly that the Christian community is in a position of minority. Other cultural and religious traditions appear to be prevalent today, especially those that call for the exaltation of the individual and tend towards negating the considerable relational dimension of the person. It is true that there are still many who ask for Baptism and the other sacraments of the Christian faith, but is also true that many of these do not have any religious practice and, above all they are living a dramatic split between professed faith and daily life. Thus there is generated a division between faith and culture, which was already defined by Paul VI in 1975, in "Evangelii Nuntiandi", as the real "drama" of our epoch.





The position of minority in which the Church finds herself in our time is also due to the fact that the public influence of her teaching, especially in the area of family and economic morals, continues to be rather weak. The attention given by the mass media to the Church seems to focus more on its marginal aspects than on those which are essential. Most times, in fact, the means of social communication select certain aspects in the life of the Christian community that have more to do with myth or scandals, and not on the essence of its life of faith, hope and charity. This is still more aggravated by the fact that many men of our time no longer seem to be looking to Christianity for the answers to their questions, but are going elsewhere.





2) Faced with this situation a sense of depression and discouragement could develop among us, could turn into a whining lament, or the cultivation of nostalgia for the past, when there was a much stronger Christian presence in society. I believe that both these attitudes are sterile and not in line with the Gospel.





In confronting the enormous "challenges" that the third millennium sets us Christians, we are sometimes tempted to renounce our task of human promotion, because we measure ourselves against something which seems to be beyond our energies. This was what happened to the disciples of Jesus, when the Master faced them with the need to feed the great crowd, which all day long had listened to the Word of salvation and had experienced the work of healing carried out by the Lord. The disciples thought that Jesus was a little mad in asking them to satisfy the hunger of about five thousand men, so they said to him: "This is a lonely place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go to the villages and buy food for themselves" (Mt 14:15). Today we are also tempted to abandon feeding men who are hungry for truth and love food to eat, thinking that we are not in a position to do so, not having sufficient means to cope with this task, which indeed the Lord has entrusted to us.





3) We cannot turn down the Lord's invitation to break the "bread" of truth, the Gospel, for the hungry men of our time, that Gospel which is the one way through which human beings can discover the greatness of their dignity. We know that the living encounter with Christ, true God and true Man, "opens to all human beings the prospect of being 'divinised' and thus becoming more human" (Incarnationis mysterium, 2). We know that "it is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man truly becomes clear" and that Christ "fully reveals man to himself and brings to light his most high calling" (Gaudium et spes, 22). This knowledge commits the Christian community to live in the world as "the leaven and, as it were, the soul of human society, in its renewal by Christ and transformation into the familyof God" (Gaudium et spes, 40).


So, then, that is the logic which we must follow today so as to respond to the invitation that Christ addresses to us: it is the evangelising logic of the "yeast", that is mixed into the kneaded flour and is capable of leavening it all through (cf. Lk 13:21); it is the logic of the "little mustard seed" which when it is planted is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet once it has grown, becomes a great tree (cf. Mk 4:31; Lk 13:19). Seen in these terms, our position of "minority" turns out to be a winner, because it arouses within us the knowledge that, in spite of appearances to the contrary, God is acting in history! The "little seed" is becoming a great tree: "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A Man scatters seed on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; how he does not know.Of its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear", then the full grain in the ear'' (Mk 4:26-28).





4) This is the most effective strategy for evangelising the milieux. It is a question of Christians becoming part of the structures of this world, acting as the leaven in the dough. Our presence should be discreet, but incisive; silent, but effective; mild, but stimulating: the Lord has called us to be the "salt of the earth", not the sweetening! Ours must be an intelligent presence, which knows how to seize all the opportunities for evangelising that are in the milieux in which we operate. A wise presence which knows how to bring into the milieux the "taste" for living in God, of God, with God and for God! Consequently it must be an irresistible and fascinating presence, which is "contagious" for others due to the beauty of our life in grace and our commitment to holiness! It is with a presence of this kind that a school, where a atmosphere of sound education does not prevail, can be transformed into a place where Christ himself acts as Teacher and discerning educator. It is with a presence of this kind that even a prison can be transformed into a place where Christ is loved and glorified. Some of the testimonies which we have heard in this world ULTREYA meeting demonstrate this. They also demonstrate the apostolic effectiveness of the Cursillos de Cristiandad and the up-datedness of their charism.


5) In the condition of minority, in which we find ourselves at the dawn of the third millennium, the Lord says to us: "there is no need to be affraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom" (Lk 12:32). Yes, dear brothers and sisters, the Kingdom of God is coming, or better still, it is already in our midst, by the very fact that we are a "little flock", a prophetic minority, which believes, struggles and hopes, entrusting itself solely to the power of God's grace! In fact "God chose those who by human standards are fools to shame the wise; he chose those who by human standards are weak to shame the strong, those who by human standards are common and contemptible - indeed those who count for nothing - to reduce to nothing all those that do count for something, so that no human being might feel boastful before God"( 1 Cor 1:27-29). God offers the power of his grace to the littleness and inadequacy of our means and structures, so that his glory may shine forth all the more brightly and none of us pride ourselves in results achieved or lose heart over what has not yet been attained.





In this atmosphere we can cultivate the necessary virtues for evangelising effectively: humility, meekness, patience, perseverance, which are virtues typical of those who know how to wait and who have learned how to entrust themselves to God, rather than to themselves. For the spread of the Kingdom of God we also cultivate the capacity for pardoning and the strength to dialogue with everyone, seeking what unites us, rather than what divides us. These are truly "Jubilee" virtues, which the Holy Father has taught us to cultivate by his own example, particularly when, in this Holy Year, he asked pardon for all the wrongs committed by Christians during these last two thousand years. The Church has no other power than that of healing and reconciling love, a love which is communicated to her by her crucified and Risen Lord, so that it may shine in the world as a sign of the glory of God and the universal sacrament of salvation.





6) So, we flee from the temptation of wanting to be a conspicuous force. We will be the- "little flock" that the Lord has chosen in contrast to the immense and powerful herds of those who do not think like us and use much more powerful means than ours. We will be like the little David, who only had recourse to an insignificant weapon, like the catapult, in his battle against the giant Goliath (cf. I Sam 17:39-51). We are however certain that we will be victorious, because the Lord is our strength! He sends us his Holy Spirit, who teaches us to dialogue with all and to value our differences as a richness: as happened at Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:1-11). May the Holy Spirit helps us to act always in unity and fraternity among ourselves and with all men and women of good will, in the knowledge that communion is the strength of mission. So let us invoke him in the solemn words of the Veni Creator. "Come, 0 creator Spirit, visit our souls, Fill the hearts which you have created with your grace. 0 gentle Paraclele, gift of the Father Almighty, living water, fire, love... pour out on us your seven gifts, arouse in us the word".


