III World Ultreya, 2000 - Testimonies


My name is Melannie Eustis, I am from the Diocese of Hay*atna. I made my first three days Cursillo on May 23-26, 1997. I am single and I live in Guam.


I have involved myself in different apostolates and ministries in my parish, but I have found that reaching out to the youth has become very important to me, sharing with them, what I wish I knew at their age, making them aware of the precious gift of our Father's love, teaching them to seek Him and introducing them to an intimate relationship with our Lord.


In today's society, He is the onlv defense we have against Satan and the world and the children of today need more than just "lip service"... they need to understand the reality of God in their life, they need to know Him as their best friend to know that He is real, alive and true. They need to rediscover their baptism. In seeing this need, I accepted the role and responsibility of becoming a catechist to the youth in our parish. I have found this work to be so gratifying and to me it is the ability to put into practice in the lives of others, what I did not practice because of my own ignorance, since no one ever instructed me otherwise. My own blind sights, faults and failures have caused me to want to go the distance to explain fully to these children the gifts of our faith in the sacraments, in scripture and in being children of God.





This may not seem like any great or extraa-dinarv task or accomplishment, but I do not strive for greatness, what I seek is one soul at a time, one day at a time, one step at a time. I do not teach as a "teacher" but rather I share as a "sister" to the children and that is what I have found to be the best way to communicate with the children. In sharing them my own experiences, in sharing with them my love for them and my love for our Father, I see more of an effect in their hearts. In this way they can identify us as being "one body" with "many parts". I have also used this to challenge them in discerning their part, in seeking their vocation and God's will in their life.





I hold the truths of my faith and how God intervened in my life to help me discover my blindness and cure me of it as light, as salt to the lives of the children I encounter. Knowing I could never repay God for the kindness and mercy He has shown to me, I see my work and service as a means of glorifying Him and thankig Him for the life I now live in Him. A life I seek the children to experience in abiding by His laws, in knowing the call to holiness that they might live to answer the call...





I have learned through the students in their sharing, that a majority of them do not have a relationship with God outside of Sunday Mass (which many of them attend only because "they have to"). Their faith is not "alive". However, at the same time their testimonies and sharing after their learning and going through catechesis, uncover their joy in learning and relizing God in their life and instills in them the desire to continue to grow to know more of the love revealed to them.


My brothers and sisters, being here speaking to all of you on His behalf is a priviledge for me. I pray to our Lord and our Blessed Mother Mary that I may continue to be used as one of His apostolic instruments. "Oh my Savior, that I may live up to the mercy you have shown to me and continue to be your servant".


In closing, to list what I have done or accomplished in His name for the youth is nothing, the glory is all God's for what He has done in me through His grace to see that I become a Christian. Only through my own conversion can I expect to convert others, only through loving by the Gospel I proclaim can I expect to evangelize and only through loving in the dimension of the cross, in dying to myself for others, can I expect to share the love of GOD with others.


DE COLORES!


MIELANNIE EUSTIS


I made my Cursillo Weekend 18 years ago in the Diocese of Providence, Rhode Island in the United States. I felt the weekend filled with the fire of the Holy Spirit and ready to single-handedly change the entire world! I felt that God had called me by name to evangelize my environments. I heard from the talks of that weekend that I didn't have to do this alone, that I had the help of the Holv Spirit and the Christian community.





I began by praying and asking for God's guidance and help. I offered palanca by going to Mass everyday before school to help me to accomplish this task. I did this palanca faithfully everyday. I realized that God was counting on me to change the environments I was in into ones that were more Christian. The first environment that needed Christianization was the school in which I work.





I teach in a very tough public school where there is much poverty and violence. An environment that, at that time, was anything but Christian.


Although my school has a wonderful, dedicated teaching staff, we are always understaffed, overpopulated and deal with hard-core behavior and learning difficulties. Our staff is usually completely overworked and frustrated because we can not do all we want to do for each of our students and this causes us to become disillusioned.


Our motivating force, was to get thorough the day with the fewest problems, and to survive. We came in, did what was required, never offered to help each other, and we \vent home as quickly as possible. We taught the students the material that was required, never caring for any of their other deeper needs.


Our faculty definitely could be described as self-seeking rather that self-giving. We were not sociable with each other. We were all friendly to one another on a superficial level, but there was no real caring or concern for each other. There certainly was no acknowledgment of Christ in any of our talk. This school environment needed to be changed over to a more Christian one.


I started to think of a plan of evangelization, trying to identify which one of my colleagues could really be a leader. I thought I would start with Paula. My plan was to make a friend, be a friend, and bring her to Christ.


I started by sitting next to her during teacher's meetings. I called her after school just to talk and eventually invited her and her husband to our house for dinner. Louis, my husband, and I and Paula and John, immediately became great friends. It took about a year, and then I asked her to live a Cursillo Weekend, which she did.


I knew that the next step was my responsibility to get Paula into a group. We decided to start an environmental group reunion right at school in an effort to bring the school in the presence of Christ. We met each Monday after school. It was always enriching spiritually and helped to sustain us.


In this way, little by little, other teachers came into our group. We became a very visible reality within the school. We tried to give of ourselves to those who needed us by offering to pray, leaving a book or tape that might help, or just by listening to a problem.


Very slowly, the attitude at school began to change and change over to Christ. We brought Christ into our environment and there was a noticeable difference.


People started to petition us to pray for relatives and it became rather common for them to ask us questions about our religion. One teacher that we had been trying to evangelize went back to confession, communion and Sunday Mass after being away for 15 years.


Our Monday afternoon environmental group reunion decided to start another group for the entire school. It would be a prayer/study group where we would pray for the teachers and students that were ill and share a short Gospel reading. It began with just the 4 of us, but now I am happy to tell you that we have between 15-20 teachers meeting in my room, 10 minutes before school starts, to pray and share a reading daily. This group includes teachers of various religions: Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish. We invite new people every day and the number grows, so much so that a person commented, "Gee, there's more people in your room than in the teacher's room".


Some things we have done to bring the faculty closer to Christ is to have Masses celebrated for those teachers that are ill or have died. On every one of these occasions, every faculty member has attended including the Principal and Superintendent. We have also placed special Catholic readings in everyone school mailbox during special times like Christmas, Easter, Lent and other Holidays. We have become a loving, caring, prayerful faculty, caring and sharing in each others lives. Our work environment has gradually been transformed from a community which was joyless, alienated and only superficially caring, to a new atmosphere of genuine love, support, concern and reconciliation. The entire atmosphere of the school has changed as we all really feel Christ's presence.





This Christian presence is affecting the students we teach. We are genuinely concerned for their well-being. We help them by praying for them and caring for the material needs of the most needy.





The change at my work environment is living proof that the Cursillo Method works. With Christ at our side, we can't fail. Christ is still counting on you and me. I hope I never let Him down.


De Colores!


KATHRYN ROBBIO


Good evening to you all, on my own behalf and on behalf of all the Latin-American "Cursillisti" and the members of the O.L.C.C., whom I now represent as I stand here before you, brother Cursillisti from all over the world. By God's grace we are gathered here today in this wonderful scenario that is St Peter's Square in the Vatican.





I thank God for having allowed me to be here for this truly special moment of the Great Jubilee, to tell you about my Christian experience, my personal encounter with Jesus, the Saviour of all mankind, and how in my life He has from the very first moment that I allowed Him to enter and reign in my heart and be Lord of my life.





Perhaps we have asked ourselves many times: who is Jesus for me? And perhaps we have given many replies. Today I invite you to once again ask yourself that simple question: who is Jesus for me?





Thanks be to God I was born and brought up in a Catholic family, where from an early age, I learned to love God and the Madonna, and to respect the Ten Commandments. I learned to live in the love preached by Jesus, observing how, day after day, my own parents lived the Eucharist, prayer and religious practices, passing these practices on to me.





I am a lawyer. The personal and professional world in which I lived absorbed me so much, that it alienated me from God. I felt the desire to fill the vacuum that results from worldly things and especially from a juridical conscience. I followed courses, seminars, specialised studies. I lived for two years here in Rome studying, but I had forgotten the most important thing, the knowledge of Him.





But God does not abandon us. He always takes care of each one of us, if we desire to turn back to him. As in the parable of the Merciful Father, He receives us with open arms.





That's how it was. I rose up and returned to His arms.


The Lord placed a Cursillist in my path who had invited some of my friends to take part in a "Cursillo de Cristiandad". He invited them many times, but they never accepted the invitation, but my friends spoke about it to me and I was interested in it, especially the name: CURSILLO DE CRISTIANDAD.





The One who was inviting me was Christ, the One who caught my interest was Christ. The Cursillo was twelve days later. I went there without asking how or what it was.


I was searching for something, not knowing precisely what, and in this search the Cursillo seemed to me to be a possible answer.





I attended Cursillo nｰ 17 in Percira, Colombia, from 30th March to 2nd April 1989, 11 years ago. It was the most intense and profound experience of my life, because it changed me completely. As I said at the beginning, I met up with Jesus, with the Saviour: He saved me and I allowed Him to come into my life, into my heart, and I recognised Him as the Lord of my existence.





I began this new life and everything changed. My ideal fell into line with God's ideals. My goals also changed, and the ways for reaching them were altered. In order to break with a certain way of life, to be converted, one needs to lay aside many things: friends, habits, attitudes, ways of thinking and acting.


My life will continue to be this struggle to improve, to be able to reach the Heavenly Fatherland with my hands full, whereas before they were empty.





Thanks be to God, I committed myself to the M.C.C. From 2nd April, when I told Christ that he could count on me.


I committed myself to work for the Lord and for His Kingdom, and I have done this through the Movement. For eleven years, thanks to his help I have remained faithful to God. Perseverance, fidelity, constancy, service and commitment have accompanied me throughout this time and allowed me to be with you here today to speak of my Christian experience, my life and the Lord's work.





The life of grace which began at that moment, has allowed me to bring the Gospel to my family, my friends and especially my work. As a lawver I worked in the administration of Justice for 25 years, I took retirement 3 years ago. Now I dedicate all my time to the M.C.C. and Evangelisation.





The world of the judiciary and of lawyers is very difficult, but many of my colleagues have lived the "Cursillo de Cristiandad". We have done this so that the exercise of justice may function in a Christian way. The grace that I have lived has made me become a Christian official who applied human law with the heart of Christ. Many asked me why my life was totally changed and in consequence many changed their life, were converted and permitted Jesus to enter into their lives.





Now we can answer the initial question: Who is Jesus for me? He is all. The centre of my life, the reason for being. The Lord of my existence. My Guide, guiding light, goal, and ideal.





Finally I would like to invite you not to forget the mission which the founders of the M.C.C. left us, that of preaching the Gospel not only by word but also by WITNESS OF LIFE, so that this remains the experience of the "Cursillo de Cristiandad". I pray that with the help of Mary, our mother and model, and of Jesus our elder brother, we may reach the Father, who is all love and mercy.





ROCIO RAMIREZ MUNERA


As a member of the European Group of "Trabajo" I wish to address Your Holiness, expressing the testimony of profound respect and attachment that the Cursillos de Cristiandad Move-ment professes for You.





The M.C.C. was born in Spain in 1949 and through the mercy of God it expanded rapidly, first to America and soon after to all the other continents.


Today we are here to proclaim to the Holy Father that our foundational charism, evangelisation, continues to be the norm of our dailv activity.


I attended my first Cursillo in September 1964 and the experience of that meeting with Jesus Christ marked my life in such a way that from that moment I felt myselff lovingly called by the Lord.


Like so many other men and women who have passed through the Cursillo, I discovered that my vocation as a lay person must be lived in the heart of the Church, in my domestic, local, diocesan and universal Church.





Shortly afterwards together with my wife I raised a family that has grown up sharing and celebrating the same faith, more and more committed to formation and action.


Our children have accompanied us in many apostolic activities eventually forming new families, totally united in the community of believers.


I bless the Lord every day for the wife he has given me and for the children that he has entrusted to us to educate. The children of our children also form part of the Christian community through the faith of their parents.


I must testify that the Movement of the Cursillos de Cris tiandad has made me see that God is love and mercy, and that my talents and capabilities are for the service of my neighbour.





I have also discovered my missionary vocation and so I have committed myself to evangelisation. The fact of being part of my local Church has not prevented me from working as a leader in the M.C.C. and due to this Movement I am able to bring the gift of liberation in the Lord Jesus to many men and women. As I also discovered the value of the Eucharist as the sacrament of love, and recognised Jesus in the poor, I began to take part in CARITAS and accepted to head the Diocesan Caritas, which does not prevent me from continuing to work for my local Church and for the M.C.C. at the national level.





My personal experience is that of living close to the Lord, daily offering him my project of faith, hope and love, acknowledging my sinful condition and each day begging pardon from my brothers and sisters and from God, in the conviction that God understands me and loves me as I am.





My professional work is in the world of education and my apostolic activity is carried out as described above, without there being any great difficulty in reconciling one activity with the other.





From 1984 I have been part of the Spanish National Secretariat of the M.C.C. and from that time we have participated, together with the rest of the European Secretariats, in the establishing the European "Trabajo" Group of the M.C.C.


We have reached the Jubilee with the commitment to be present in all areas of life, since the M.C.C. by its nature is present at all levels and especially among the most needy.





Our involvement in evangelisation has revealed that Europe is a continent of mission which urgently needs a new evangelisation and we have committed ourselves to this.


The M.C.C., in the three days duration of a Cursillo, is a real instrument of Christian renewal for some and first proclamation for others, with its special methods, it enables men and women to feel called and they discover their true dimension as sons/daugh-ters of God, recognising God in his Trinitarian nature and the Church as mother, teacher and community of believers. The answer is always faith and adherence to the message of Jesus.





I confess that in the days preceding my first visit I was confused and struggled with different states of mind: the wish to be useful, fear of not being equal to it, fear of being rejected, doubts about being able to bring Christ to this isolated sphere of society.


Soon this was all overcome not only by the support of my ULTREYA group which had assured me of their prayers, but also by the conviction that I soon grew within me that it was not up to me to bring Christ but that Christ was already present there in the brother who was suffering. All I had to do was onIv look closely within myself with an open heart so as to become aware of his presence.





Some years ago some detainees expressed the desire to recommence studying and I suggested something more feasible, namely to continue their studies privately and sit external examinations and I promised to organise the practical feasibility of this.


Those the ULTREYA who accompanied this evangelising activity, as usual, produced the desired result and the Lord freely showered us with gifts.


The institutions gave the OK, some teachers were almost in competition in solidarity to donate different books to the detainees, the rest was undertaken by the Church in Syracuse.





Finally, to support these students who had almost lost the habit of studying it was necessary to have "voluntary teachers", and I must say that this part was very easy, the Cursillo de Cristiandad of my Diocese with compassion undertook the second and third steps of the tripod, in fact various brothers and sisters of the ULTREYA were immediately ready and available to act as voluntary teachers, and these were also joined by volunteers from other Church movements.





The day when one voluntary teacher proposed beginning and ending a lesson with a prayer, the proposal was accepted by all.


In subsequent meetings they were the first to get up and take their turn to "lead" the Our Father which in that environment had a deep significance; he was truly the father of all of us, of those who are suffering and of those who make the effort to alleviate suffering, like Veronica on the Wav in the Cross.





The Ultreya is certainly the moment in which one grows, we have sometimes spoken in our tripod of these moments close to the imprisoned Christ, of the study that we have done together with the detainees in the catechetical meetings, of the prayer that accompanies this evangelising activity, the prayer of the brothers of the ULTREYA, but also of our detained brothers from whom we ask the offering of their sacrifices and their prayer at the important moments of the life of our movement and of the developing activities within the prison, the improvement challenges us.





This situation also presented us with the challenge to improve this foot by proposing activities with the objective of witnessing that society does not wish to abandon the imprisoned Christ and the testimony that Christ rose for all. And the Lord has given us the grace of realising many of our dreams.





For some time we have celebrated important liturgical moments; for two years now the Way of the Cross has been celebrated; the one which was celebrated this year and which was attended by many detainees, agents and volunteers, was a special experience not only because of the profound meditations (prepared by the detainees) but also because the songs were sung by the detainees accompanied by one of our Cursillista brothers. It was very moving to celebrate that Way of the Cross with the detainees who could not participate in that of the community. From the initial whispering as a reaction to something unexpected they progressed to silence in the last stations and to someone requesting a reading of a passage from the Gospel or a meditation.





We have also had the joy of accompanying a coloured man and his baptism and the most powerful moment was when tha. Christian community welcomed him into the Church. Now from his home country he writes, speaking of the goodness and mercy of God and confides our families to Christ.





The theatrical activities, under the direction of our brother from the ULTREYA of Augusta, are presently on their ninth presentation and one particular performance given was the recital "Forza Venue Gene" which saw the detainees together with the Cursillisti and young Catholics, reciting, singing and dancing the life of St. Francis of Assisi.





n the spontaneous prayers before and after each examination, a girl thanked the Lord for having helped her to overcome the fear of going beyond the gates of the prison and of having enabled her to discover that a detainee is a human being just like everyone else; one detainee 'thanked the Lord for having given him the opportunity to live this experience with a part of society that is capable of loving.


At present the relationships with the visitors of the two prisons of Syracuse are at the level of sharing joys and sorrows, we feel very close, especially in the important moments of our life.





I would like to read you a passage from a detainee sent to the brothers of the 28th Cursillo of our Diocese:


"1 can assure you that if one does not know God, one lives badly, one does not appreciate the true essence of life. One seeks satisfaction in futile things when most important things are simple things.


The most beautiful gift that God has given me was to dissipate the inner fog which obscured my true self".


I would like to conclude by saying however that we are aware that we are useless servants of the Lord, doing little, needing to "grow", that all that has been said above is of no use if we are not aware that our task is that of sowing and not of thinking of reaping, especially if we entrust everything, not to our puny efforts, but to the Lord's will.	-


We are confident of Christ's backing in response to our prayers and for this I ask you if it is possible in your groups to dedicate a prayer to those in prison who have taken upon themselves the task of passing on to others the joy of being Christians and the certainty that Christ, using instruments that are outside of prison, has not forgotten them.





DE COLORES!


ANTONIO BANDIERA


